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CENTRAL INTELLIOGENCE AGENCY :
OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL
. STATRMENT OF JUSTIFICATION
BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING 30 JUNE 1949

Estimates for the Office of General Counsel have been determined
after careful consideration.

Eo) Authorisation: The fmctions of the 0ffice of General
. 53 65TAbILahed By CIh Urzanization Charts, dated 1 July 1847, are te
give legal mdvice to the Director and all branches of the Contral Intelligence

Agengy. .

b. Statement of Functions snd Activities: The Office of General Counsel shall
~advise, and prepare studles and reports ror the Director on a1l legal matters
arising in connection with the work of the organimation. This Branch also
reviews, before any commltments ars mads, all contracts, agresmeats, '

and other legal papers to which CIA ias a party; renders lagal sdvice and
haendles legal matters pertaining to all phases of operations of CIA; and wd-
vises snd assists the Finance Branch in ascertsaining and determining proper
proosdures with respect to Special Funds to insure that proper and aceurate
accounting of expenditures is maintained. The Branch further gives esmergensy
legal assistance; handles problems of leases, conveyances and other gquestions
of real property involving Cli; examines and &pproves, in advance of lssue,

all orders and regulations containing legal questions promulgated by the Direct-
or and all CIA General Orders, Specisl Orders, Adminiatrative Instructions,
Interoffice Memoranda snd other directives which report, interpret or involws
statutes, Sovermment regulatlons, declisions of the courts, the Attorney Gensral,
the Comptroller General, or similar authorities.

Co Statement of Coordination: All relations with other agencies or instru-
Bentalltiss of the Jovermment iavolving any legal problems pertalning to CIA,
or its activities are handled through and with the concurrence of the Office
of General Counssl. It has frequent contacta with the Department of 3Jtate and
the Immigration and Heturallzation Service on citlszenship and netvealizastion
problems involving CIA personnel. It dlsc works with the Treasury Department
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on CIA Agent~Ceshier matters snd other {insnciasl problems and with the Buresu e
of Internsl Revenus on tax matters. Relations with the United-States Employesst & - -
GCompensation Comsission on death and disebllity olaimas of CIA persoimel e

also handled by this Offlce.

i 1} slments: The aim of the 0ffice of
a1l Counsel 1x Lo edy ire and the Agency in general of the
current status of all law spplying to the Agency's activities in an effort to
avold legal complications and to facilitate the Apgeney's work in accordance with
law and regulations. Where legal complications are unavoidable, it is the duty
of the General Counsel to resolwe them in the best interest of the Agenecy. The
mass of lsw pertalining to executive agencies mnd their activities is such that
sdvice thereon 1s a full time objective for the Office of Genersl Counsel.
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* SECRET

Genersl Counsels: The General Counsel is solely responsible for all leq
+T%1Ge, declsions, memprands of law, snd other work lssuing from the $86x
He supervises direotly the work of the Speclal Counsel for 030, the Assist-
ant Genersl Counsel and the Administrative Asslstant. On routine intsrnsl
matters, this supervision sonsists of veview of completed work only to lo-
sure that thelr decisions, advice, etc. are in mecord with over-all rulings
on law and regulations and with CIA poliey. He 1z assisted in the work of
the offlce by sn administratlve assistant who combines with those dutien,
his dietation and typing work.

cial Counsel for 030: The Special Counsel for 030 is responsible, sub-
%wﬁ only to review b7 the General Counsel, for guidance snd advice te that
Branch on sll legal matters, except those involving external agencles or
policies, which are the direct reaponsibility of the General Counsel. Ex¢e,
for questions involving legislation and sppropriations, 0SC has not only
the legal problema coummon to all Govermment activities, but in sddition,
hes the highly specialised and intriocate problem of unvoushered funds and
their sdministration in accordance with law and regulations, snd also has a
variety of equally specialized problems arising out of the peculiar nature
of its operations. For proper performance of his functions, the Special
Counsel 0S0 must have not enly & thorough background in eivil and sduinis~
trative law, but also must have the legal ingenulty combined with experience
to cope with the unusual problems presented daily by 080 in the performancs
of its work. At present the positions of Special Counsel for 080, and
Assistant General Counsel, sre combined in-one person, who is ssslsted by
one clerkestenographer. :

- Assistant General Counselt It is estimated rmiz the graduall inersasing

low of Work passing through the office of the General Counsel, that 1t will
be neceasary to recrult an Assistant General Counsel to ssaist with the work
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SECRET

Ol. Personal Services (Cont'd)

of the Agenoy outside of 080. His primary fumsticns will be »esearsh and
drafting of memoranda of law and opinions to assist the Ceneral Counsel
on ;11 legel problems of the Agency. He will, in addition, bowever, glve
- direct advice and opinions on routine intermal matters to all brenches :
outslide of 080 and will on specialised outsids liateon with such
offices as the Duresu of t Compensation. No sdditional clerical
glp !i.liii}t ‘g‘u:um :gg :sta:.liﬁumt of this position. The Generel
unsel, aent, may olither the 1al Counsel for :
the Assistant Genersl Camaim:o act for Mmm for 080 ox
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ORs  Travel:

The sstimates for travel expenses have been based upon rescords 25X1
of past experience and on estimates of trips whisch will be made nec-
essary by problems forseen in the current planning of the Ageney.

T

Justificationy Occasional trips by one member of the Office or another,
Ehpanﬁxng'u53% the nature of the business transscted, sre nacessitated
by special problems to be worked out with the Bureau of Employees' Com-
pensation, law fimmss representing individusls,or corporations denling

“with the Agency, end with individusls or companies invelved in special

confidential work on relstions with the Agency which present legel prow
blems. In view of the complications arising out of the tranafer of the
FBIB to the west coast base, and the conatruction of 1ts new fecilitles,
two tripa to the west coast are foressen. The fiscal year of 1949 will
see liquidation of certain types of sctivities in both Burope and the Far
Fast, which will require one trip to epech ares to cleoar up the logal proe
blems remaining after liquidation, particularly cleims end disposition
of Goverrment asasets.

SECRET
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08. supp 1ies and Materials:
The eatimates for this cbject class are based on the amount of
apecliel supplies and materiasls used during Piscal Year 1947.

Law books, subseriptions to legal
asrvices, ate.

Justifieation: It 1s sssential for this office %o be cu?rentl&.&nfﬁmd
on all new PFederal leglielation and certain special State legi

on all Court opinions of importance and all changes in eivil law of
general application. Certain other ssrvices are essentlial, such aas
Decisions of the Comptroller General, the Attorney General, and other
Government sdministrative laws and publications.
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